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March 6, 2023 

Town of Taghkanic 

Town Board Meeting 
Note all documents in these minutes may be clicked on and enlarged for easier reading  

 

6:41 pm: The Taghkanic Town Board held a Special meeting on the above date to continue 

with the review of the Draft Zoning Code.  Attendance as follows:  

 

Town Board:  

Present:    Ryan Skoda    Supervisor   

 Joyce Thompson  Deputy Supervisor ZOOM 

 Elisabeth Albert  Board Member  

 Elizabeth Craig  Board Member   

 Kara Gilmore   Board Member   

 Linda Mirabelli  Board Member 

 Cheryl Rogers   Clerk     ZOOM 

 

Public Audience:     Via Zoom  

Donay Queenan Steven Smollens            

 

1. Clarification to our questions from 2/20 to Attorney Fitzsimmons and his 

answers with rephrasing of some questions: Supervisor Ryan Skoda: called and 

left message but did not follow-up; homework is not done. 

  

2. Claverack Code (level 1/level 2): Board Member Linda Mirabelli: 

The Board agreed unanimously to use the term “Home-Based Business” in our code rather 

than Claverack’s “Home Occupation” since that is their term that is used by the State in their 

very limiting regulations. 

 

“Plumbers” and “Electricians” should be added to the list of Examples of Home Based 

Businesses” in our Section 60-E.2. 

 

The Town Board discussed the layout of the two levels of home occupation (Level 1 and 

Level 2) in the Claverack Zoning Code.  Ryan likes the framework, but the Claverack code 

still does not allow for the use of an accessory structure for home-based business in either 

Level 1 or Level 2.  Two items need consideration:  

 What do we want to allow in Level 1 that would not require Special Use Permit? 

 What triggers Level 2 and what do we want to allow with a Special Use Permit? 

 

We need to ask our land use attorney how much more permissive we can make this. 

 

We would like to expand on the first three regulations in Claverack’s Code under §15.3.11.c. 

(home Occupations Level 2), identified as i., ii. and iii. as follows: 
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i. The home based business may only be conducted in the principal 

dwelling/residential unit, an accessory structure on the same property, or on 

the same property as the principal dwelling/residential unit where the business 

will be appropriately screened from neighboring residences. 

ii. Only the person or persons who occupy the dwelling and not more than four 

(4) additional full-time or full-time equivalent people may be employed in the 

home occupation, and not more than the four (4) employees and the occupants 

of the dwelling may be working on the property at the same time. 

iii. No more than 15% of the total floor area of the principal dwelling may be 

used in connection with the home-based business.  Floor area requirements 

refer only to heated and habitable rooms within the dwelling unit.  In an 

accessory structure, the entire floor area of the structure may be used for the 

home-based business. 

 

The Board had a long discussion about Claverack’s General Standards for Home 

Occupations (§15.3.11.) which sets restrictions on “offensive” noise, vibration, smoke, dust, 

odors, heat or glare.  “Offensive” is subjective; how do we set limitations that can be 

enforced?  Our draft code has similar language in Sectin 60-E.1.m. 

 

We also discussed Claverack’s regulations on “Specialized Vehicles” for home occupations.  

Our draft code also addresses these types of vehicles, but the Board would like to use the 

term “Specialized Vehicles” (capitalized) and allow for up to three (3) such vehicles on the 

property, screened from public roads and adjacent properties.  We will “borrow” Claverack’s 

definition for “Specialized Vehicles”. 

 

Supervisor Ryan Skoda: agenda for March 22, 2023 

A. Supervisor Ryan Skoda will contact Attorney Fitzsimmons to get clarification 

to our questions and his answers with rephrasing some of the questions. 

B. Board Member Kara Gilmore will take our Section 60-E and mirror 

Claverack’s 

C. Board Member Elizabeth Craig: draft an introduction for Section 40 stating 

that uses that require permits or review do not include the home-based 

businesses that are outlined in Section 60. 

D. Supervisor Ryan Skoda:  Zoning District Map. How to separate parcels into 

R3 and R7 along Route 27 to avoid possible issues if parcel is subdivided. 

Frontage required in R-3 is 250 feet; depth could be 520 feet from edge of 

ROW.  Board agrees on 300 feet depth from ROW in Mixed Use District. 

 

The Town Board set the following for Joint Special Meeting with the Zoning Commission: 

   March 22, 2023 6:30 PM 

 

With no further business, on a motion by Board Member Kara Gilmore, seconded by 

Board Member Elizabeth Craig the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm, carried unanimously 

by all members present.  The next Regular meeting will be March 13, 2023 at the Taghkanic 

Town Hall. 

 


